2025-2026 Highlights

Exhibitions

May 03, 2025 — July 13, 2025

After Wrappers

Artists: Big Rock Candy Mountain (Hannah Jickling and Reed H. Reed)
Curated by Jesse Birch

August 01, 2025 — October 05, 2025
League Nanaimo

Artist: Germaine Koh

Curated by Jesse Birch

October 25, 2025 — January 04, 2026
Commercial St.

Artist: Samuel Roy-Bois

Curated by Jesse Birch

January 24, 2026 — March 22, 2026

Bleached by the Sun: Perspectives on Chinatown {F&7t FEY4EE : BHRZEIRRVEREL)
Artists: Fred Herzog, Kin Jung, Karen Tam, Betty Wong, Jackie Wong, and Charlotte Zhang
Curated by Jesse Birch and Imogene Lim, M52

The Gallery Store

The Gallery Store extends the visitor experience at Nanaimo Art Gallery, offering hand-made products and
locally designed items by artists and artisans from the coastal region and throughout the province. In
2025/26, the Gallery Store earned $65,573.50 in gross sales, a 36% increase over the previous fiscal year's
$48,217.75. Over $20,000 in consignment fees were paid out to artists, the majority of them local.

In September 2025, we hosted our second annual Indigenous Artisan Market, featuring artists including Adele
Arseneau (beadwork & embroidery), Melissa Olsen of Happy Mountain Goods, Amanda Buchanan of Tal-Glow
Skincare, and Denny Provost of Dabbling with Denny. In December 2025, our annual Winter Weekend Holiday
Market returned, generating $10,465.94 in sales. Members received 15% off regular sales in the Store during
the Holiday Market.

Throughout the 2025/26 fiscal year, over 130 artists and small businesses were represented in The Gallery
Store. Top sellers included Sea Salt Chocolate, Wild Life lllustration prints and stickers, Skwalwen Botanicals,
and locally designed greeting cards.

Learning & Engagement

Nanaimo Art Gallery has had a year full of fun, creativity, and community connection. Learning & Engagement
programs have continued to bring people together at the Gallery and out in the community, with our
participation in outreach events continuing to grow.

We were excited to provide opportunities for people of all ages to learn about the Gallery and participate in
art-making activities at events including the Youth Pride Parade, Snuneymuxw Days, and Family Fun Nights in
the park. We also brought the Gallery into community in new ways through a series of pop—up events
connected to Germaine Koh's exhibition League Nanaimo, creating opportunities for people to play, and
engage with contemporary art in unexpected settings.
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At the Gallery, we continued to build on many successful programs including Art Lab Sunday, Saturday Studios,
Teen Art Drop-In, Pro D Day, Spring Break, and Summer Camps. These programs provide regular opportunities
for children, youth, adults, and families to make art, experiment with new materials, and spend time together in
a creative environment.

This year also brought important changes to our youth programs, Youth Art Collective and Youth Art
Immersive, which helped us think carefully about how we continue to create meaningful opportunities for youth
to develop their creative practices while connecting with their peers. Over the summer we welcomed 26
young artists into our week-long immersive programs, giving them a dedicated time to make, learn from, and
collaborate with practicing contemporary artists.

Our school programs continue to reach students throughout the region, giving them opportunities to engage
with art both in the classroom and at the Galley. Rather than offering the same experience from exhibition to
exhibition our tours respond to the themes and works on view, encouraging students to make connections
between what they see and their own experiences. In our Artists in the Schools program we had three new
artists join over the last year, bringing six new workshops to schools.

Across all of our programs our focus is always on creating welcoming, accessible opportunities for people of all
ages to explore art, ask questions, make things, and connect with one another. This year has been a reminder

of the important role that the Gallery can play, not just as a place to see art, but a place to gather, experiment,
and build community.

Acquisitions

Nanaimo Art Gallery has a permanent collection of 357 artworks by contemporary artists. Acquisitions of new
works are guided by a Collection Acquisition Committee, composed of staff, community members, and
Directors of the Board. Acquisitions are considered according to the alignment of the work and artist with the
mandate of the organization, and efforts to ensure a diversity of artists is a priority.

In 2025, Nanaimo Art Gallery received some very generous gifts from art collectors and their estates.

The first is a donation from the estate of artists and partners Ann Kipling and Leonard Epp. The donation
includes fifteen drawings by Kipling and five ceramic works by Epp. Ann Kipling had a dynamic plein air
drawing practice that involved returning to the same scene in the interior of BC day after day. Her solo
exhibition The Solitudes of Place toured Nanaimo Art Gallery in 2011. Leonard Epp was an important BC
ceramic artist and his work was recently featured in the Written in Clay exhibition at the Vancouver Art Gallery.
As partners working in very different media, bringing their works together to join our collection also has the
potential to resonate through the story of their lives together.

The second donation came from Claire McLuhan-Myers and Madeleine McLuhan-Myers, and it includes works
from the former collection of their parents, Elizabeth McLuhan and Don Myers. Elizabeth , is a renowned curator
who, before retiring, worked across the country and was a powerful, early advocate for Indigenous artists. This
donation includes significant works by Ojibwe artist Carl Beam, a print by Anishinaabe artist Saul Williams and
two works by Nuu—-chah-nulth, Gitxsan, and Kwakwaka'wakw artist Connie Watts.

The third donation is a single monochrome lithographic print titled Silver Hawk Il by artist Terrence (Terry)
Johnson donated by the Johnson family.
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